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Rabbi Danny Rich steps down
RABBI DANNY RICH is stepping down 

as the senior rabbi and chief 
executive of Liberal Judaism after 

15 hugely successful years in the role. He 
will leave the post at the end of March.

Danny’s tenure and achievements 
will be celebrated at Liberal Judaism’s 
flagship event of 2020, the Biennial 
Weekend, which takes place on 
22-24 May. Some of his numerous 
accomplishments over the last 15 years 
are listed in the box on the right.

Danny first announced his decision to 
Liberal Judaism’s Council, saying: “It has 
been my privilege and pleasure to have 
served the cause of Liberal Judaism all 
my working life: first for two decades as 
rabbi to Kingston Liberal Synagogue and 
for the last 15 years as Liberal Judaism’s 
professional head.

“The Book of Ecclesiastes observes, 
‘for everything there is a season, and a 
time for every purpose under heaven’, 
and I have decided that it is the right 
moment for me to turn my mind and 
skills to other opportunities.

“I shall continue to play a different 
role in promoting Liberal Jewish values 
and furthering the Jewish mission – to 
contribute to the creation of a decent and 
worthy society in which ‘a person may sit 

under the vine and the fig and no other 
person shall make them afraid’.”

Paying tribute to Danny, Liberal 
Judaism’s acting chair Ruth Seager said: 
“Danny has been a wonderful leader 
and ambassador, thus enabling Liberal 
Judaism to punch far above its weight 
and be heard in places that our numbers 

alone would 
not demand. 
Far and wide, 
within and 
beyond our 
movement, he 
is viewed with 
a great deal of 
affection.

“For very 
many people, 
Danny is the 
embodiment 
of Liberal 
Judaism.”

Rabbi Danny Rich on one of many trips to 10 Downing Street and Parliament 
to fight for equality and human rights inspired by Liberal Jewish values

Danny’s key 
achievements
• The major development or opening 
of new Liberal communities in York, 
Manchester, Wessex, Stevenage, 
Gloucestershire, Brentwood, 
Suffolk, Crouch End, Lancashire & 
Cumbria, Manchester, Edinburgh 
and Copenhagen – in many of those 
areas bringing Judaism to places 
others had not been able to reach.

• Being at the forefront of the 
successful campaign to ensure equal 
marriage in the UK.

• Being a spokesperson on rights 
for refugees and a key figure in 
the ongoing battle to ensure that 
unaccompanied child refugees from 
Syria can come to the UK.

• Increasing support to Jewish 
students, including the appointment 
of the first Progressive Jewish 
student chaplain on campus.

• Fighting for the recognition of all 
Jews in the wider Jewish community 
and schooling system - including 
those of patrilineal descent.

• Re-invigorating Liberal Judaism 
with social justice campaigns.

• Ensuring Liberal Judaism was 
the first synagogal movement to go 
‘Living Wage’.

Read Rabbi Danny Rich’s reflections 
on the last 15 years on page 3.
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Countdown to the Biennial Weekend
LIBERAL JUDAISM is delighted to 
announce the keynote speakers for our 
movement’s flagship event of 2020 – the 
Biennial Weekend.

Titled Liberal Judaism’s Collaboratory, 
the weekend will focus on the 
collaborations that make Liberal Judaism 
and its partners stronger together, and 
our keynote speakers are all perfectly 
placed to speak to that theme.

On Saturday we will hear from 
our departing senior rabbi and chief 
executive, Rabbi Danny Rich. As you’ll 
read elsewhere in this issue of lj today, 
Danny has shaped the movement and 
its partnerships for a great many years. 
Danny’s session will be followed, in the 
early evening, with a celebration of his 
time at Liberal Judaism.

On Sunday we will be hosting Matthew 
Gould CMG MBE and Lord (Danny) 
Finkelstein in conversation. Great friends 
and committed Liberal Jews, their 
expertise on partnerships in a number of 
different disciplines - including political, 
technological and diplomatic - promises 
to be a highlight of the weekend.

Matthew 
(pictured) is the 
CEO of NHSX, a 
new body set up 
to ensure that 
NHS staff and 
patients have the 
technology they 
need. He was 
formerly the UK 
Ambassador to 

Israel, where he set up the UK-Israel 
Tech Hub, and has created partnerships 
all over the world.

Lord Finkelstein is an award-winning 
journalist and political commentator.

Liberal Judaism’s director of strategy 
and partnerships, Rabbi Charley 
Baginsky, said: “It’s so exciting to have a 
number of high-profile names from our 
own communities - with such a diverse 
range of experiences - speaking at the 
Biennial this year. The partnerships that 
our keynote speakers have forged over 
the years, both within Liberal Judaism 
and outside our walls, are a continuing 
inspiration to us all.”

Other highlights of the Biennial 
Weekend 2020 will include:

• Exploring our new groundbreaking 
Lily’s Legacy Project exhibition - where 
you’ll see, hear and read about the 
history, heritage and vision of Liberal 
Judaism as told by Liberal Jews of all 
backgrounds and generations.

• Singing and dancing on Saturday night 
with Klezmer Klub, one of the UK’s most 
popular Klezmer bands.

• A taste of Liberal Judaism’s new siddur 
with services throughout the weekend 
from the draft liturgy.

• A full parallel youth programme run by 
LJY-Netzer and a fully-staffed crèche.

• Praying, laughing, learning and, of 
course, eating with your fellow Liberal 
Jews from all over the country!

You can get more details and buy tickets 
at www.liberaljudaism.org/biennial

God discussed at 
Education Hub
By Rabbi Pete Tobias

POOR GOD! Rarely thanked for any of 
the good things in the world, but always 
blamed when something goes wrong.

It’s time for a new perspective on the 
Creator and how we humans can do our 
part to bring the world closer to God… by 
doing good.

I will be running a five-week course 
based on my new book Putting the ‘o’ in 
God (see review on page 10) as part of 
Liberal Judaism’s Education Hub.

The course will look at how, having 
recognised the presence of a power 
greater than themselves that organised 
the world around them, human beings 
constructed a series of inaccurate 
and damaging ways to approach and 
communicate with this power. It will then 
examine a new ‘grown-up’ view of God 
and how we can, and must, do good. 

• The Liberal Judaism Education Hub 
term runs from 26 February – 25 March. 
Rabbi Janet Burden is also continuing 
her popular Introduction to Judaism & 
Biblical Hebrew classes. To sign up, visit 
www.liberaljudaism.org/education-hub

Reaching out to the community
Ben Combe reports from a very successful Limmud

LIBERAL JUDAISM was well represented 
at every level of the Limmud Festival, 
held in late December in Birmingham. 
With dozens of sessions run by Liberal 
clergy, staff and lay members, our 
community was able to engage with and 
reach out to the wider British Jewish 
world, at the largest cross-communal 
event of the year.

Our sessions ranged from appearances 
on panels and podcasts to discussions on 
Renaissance art and werewolves in the 
Torah. Participants engaged with guest 
speakers such as Jess Phillips MP and 
Abi Stein, author of Becoming Eve, and 
scored highly in the quiz (pictured).

We were also delighted to be joined 
by our partners from the Leo Baeck 
Education Center in Haifa. The Israeli 
students and their teachers led three 
sessions during Limmud, and also met 
with Liberal Judaism officer Robin Moss.

One thing you won’t have seen 
was the significant Liberal Judaism 
representation behind the scenes, on the 
Limmud Board and steering group.

Next year, for Limmud’s 40th 
anniversary, the Festival will be chaired 
by Robert Simmons of Kingston Liberal 
Synagogue, who will be the youngest 
chair in Limmud’s history. We can’t wait 
to see what Robert achieves.
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‘It has been a real privilege to lead a group 
of such principled and committed people’
Rabbi Danny Rich on his time as Liberal Judaism’s senior rabbi and chief executive

MY DECISION to step down after 15 years 
as senior rabbi and chief executive of 
Liberal Judaism is inevitably a moment 
both to reflect on the past and consider 
the future. Some of this will take place 
more immediately and much will happen 
both to me and to Liberal Judaism in the 
longer term. 

I am a third generation English Liberal 
Jew. My earliest traceable ancestor 
arrived in England from Amsterdam 
in 1760, although my paternal great 
grandfather and my mother’s parents 
hailed from the Polish part of the Austro- 
Hungarian Empire, escaping poverty and 
antisemitism in the middle of the 19th 
and first decade of the 20th centuries. 

My grandparents on both sides were 
early members of South London Liberal 
Synagogue (SLLS). My formal education 
was at The Liberal Jewish Synagogue 
(LJS) - where I was confirmed under 
Rabbis John Rayner and David Goldberg 
in 1978 - although SLLS always remained 
my ‘home’ shul.

Thus since birth I have, in truth, only 
known Liberal Judaism. It is a way of 
life to which I was committed as an 
undergraduate at Manchester University 
– serving as chair of Progressive Jewish 
Students and lay minister to Leicester 
Progressive Jewish Congregation – and 
to which I have dedicated my professional 
undertakings: first as the congregational 
rabbi to Kingston Liberal Synagogue for 
the best part of two decades and latterly 
at the Montagu Centre.

Liberal Judaism, as I understand it, 
seeks to bring the best of Jewish values 
and experience to the complications of 
contemporary living. The genuine Liberal 
Jewish voice adds its contribution – and 
attempts to marshal its forces – to 
enable Jews and others to respond to the 
challenges of modernity, without seeking 
popularity or comfort but focused on what 
is ethical, logical and universal… with a 
Jewish flavour. 

I could cite many highlights of Liberal 
Judaism’s radical campaigning in the last 
15 years but two in particular evoke pride.

In partnership with Citizens UK, 
Liberal Judaism was the pioneering voice 
seeking to offer refuge in the United 
Kingdom to those fleeing the Syrian civil 
war. The simple symbol of my sukkah, 
erected outside the library in Windrush 
Square, Lambeth and elsewhere, led 
indirectly to Government initiatives and 

the Community Sponsorship scheme 
such that some 15,000 Syrian refugees 
have found a haven in the United 
Kingdom, including a Muslim family now 
housed in a former caretaker’s flat within 
the premises of SLLS. 

Liberal Judaism has long advocated the 
dignity and equality of each individual, 
and it still seems thrillingly remarkable 
to me that I was the only religious 
Jew who gave evidence to the Select 
Committee of Parliament in favour of 
legislation which was to lead to equal 
marriage for persons of the same gender 
in England and Wales.

What any individual or group achieves 
is rarely done alone, and, on my 
appointment, I was determined that 
Liberal Judaism should play as full a role 
as possible in the activities of the Jewish 
community, in the multi-faith religious 
world and indeed in the wider society. 

Liberal Judaism’s achievement as the 
first central religious body to introduce 
the Living Wage, its lead role in ‘Caring 
for Carers’ and its participation in the 
National Council of Imams and Rabbis 
are powerful examples of the co-
operative and constructive partnerships 
which Liberal Judaism has been able to 
build – without compromising its core 
values. As are its partnerships with 
the Jewish Council for Racial Equality 
(JCORE) and Jami: the mental health 
service for the Jewish community.

Liberal Judaism – in common with 
many other expressions of Judaism and 
other philosophies of life – is, in my view, 
a jewel which was bequeathed to me by 
my ancestors and which I am content to 
share with those who might find meaning 
through our beliefs and practices.

Whilst it is not possible to establish 
a Liberal Jewish community in every 
place where an individual might desire it, 
modern technology and the resourcing 
of small communities has enabled 
people – some Jewish, some Jew-ish 
and some with no Jewish background 
(and all regardless of family organisation, 
sexuality or financial resources) - to 
become part of an inclusive, non-
judgemental Liberal Jewish movement. 

Not only does Liberal Judaism now 
include a community in Copenhagen, 
which joins that in Edinburgh and 
Dublin, but, during my tenure, viable 
communities have formed in York, Crouch 
End, Wessex and elsewhere.

As I reflect on the last 15 years, I am 
grateful for having had the privilege 
to lead a group of such principled and 
committed rabbinic and lay, professional 
and unpaid partners.

I think particularly of the ‘supervisors’ 
(as they were then called) during my 15 
years as the director of Kadimah Summer 
Camp, of numerous Liberal Judaism staff 
who give so much, and of the three chairs 
and one acting chair – Nigel Cole, Lucian 
Hudson, Simon Benscher and Ruth 
Seager – under whom I served.

I have immediate responsibilities to the 
patients at Kingston Hospital where I am 
the Jewish chaplain, and to the residents 
of West Finchley in the London Borough 
of Barnet where I am an elected Labour 
Councillor until at least May 2022.

But, as I face new opportunities, I 
pledge to continue in a different guise 
to promulgate a value-led expression 
of Judaism which is conscious of its 
ancient and recent past, courageous in its 
present, and confident in its future.

Rabbi Danny Rich with some of the Progressive student rabbis he has mentored over the years
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Mosaic on the move

HARROW COUNCIL have approved plans 
for Mosaic Jewish Community (Mosaic) to 
build a new home on Stanmore Hill.

The new building - on the site of 
a disused petrol station - will allow 
Mosaic to fulfil its dream of creating a 
truly open and pluralistic community in 
which all Jews of different non-Orthodox 
denominations, and those of no specific 
denomination, can find their home.

Mosaic was formed in 2014 and brings 
together Liberal, Masorti and Reform 
synagogues into one community and 
organisation that both incorporates and 
enhances the three constituents.

A spokesperson for the community 
said: “Moving to a new home has been 
an aspiration and essential part of 
our future, as our current and next 
generation of members move north in 
Harrow and to Bushey and beyond.

“This new flexible, multi-functional and 
sustainable building will exemplify the 
open ethos of the community, allowing 
each member to express their own 
unique Jewish identity in the prayer, 
social action, education and social 
activities, through choice, to reflect our 
ethos of ‘choose your Jewish life’.”

The building has been intelligently 
designed so that the community can 
reconfigure the space for up to five prayer 
halls for Shabbat and other services, 
10 classrooms and a coffee shop/
drop-in centre with activity rooms, or 
as one single space for when the whole 
community comes together.

Mosaic will be working closely with 
Heronslea, a well-respected developer, to 
bring its new home to fruition.

To find out more, contact Mosaic Jewish 
Community on office@choosemoasaic.org

An artist’s impression of the Mosaic Jewish Community building planned for Stanmore Hill

Manchester 
concert is a hit

MANCHESTER LIBERAL JEWISH 
COMMUNITY hosted a sold-out Evening of 
Klezmer to mark World AIDS Day.

Klezmorim of Manchester played music 
from the Old and New World, classical, 
Irish, Yiddish theatre and swing eras.

The community’s Owen Power said: 
“The music was extraordinarily uplifting, 
a fusion of traditional and contemporary 
and so danceable – the perfect recipe!”

Teachers enjoy 
training event

MORE THAN 100 Reform and Liberal 
Judaism cheder and religion school 
teachers gathered for our joint flagship 
annual teacher training event.

Hosted by The Liberal Jewish 
Synagogue, participants had the 
opportunity to deepen a range of skills 
with sessions selected based on teacher 
requests, current topics of interest and 
specific development opportunities.

Rabbi wins key 
global award

NORTHWOOD 
& PINNER 
LIBERAL 
SYNAGOGUE’S 
Rabbi Lea 
Mühlstein 
was honoured 
at the first 
ever Women 
of Reform 
Judaism (WRJ) 
Women’s 
Empowerment 
Awards Dinner.

The event took place during the 
Biennial of the Union for Reform 
Judaism – Liberal Judaism’s American 
sister movement – and recognised the 
outstanding work being done to lift up the 
voices and lives of women.

Lea received her award alongside 15 
other Progressive Jewish women. She 
was the only UK-based recipient and 
honoured for her work both at NPLS 
and as chair of ARZENU, the umbrella 
organisation of Reform and Progressive 
Religious Zionists.

Lea said: “It is one of the great 
privileges of my role that I am able to 
elevate women’s voices and empower 
women. It is still so easy to default to 
selecting men to quote or appoint to 
roles. Unless we demand of ourselves, 
and others, to look more broadly, then 
women are easily missed out. I am deeply 
honoured to be recognised by the WRJ for 
my contribution to changing this culture”

Funding 
opportunity
THE NLPS Trust for Progressive 
Judaism is holding its next meeting 
in April 2020. The Trust funds large 
and small projects and welcomes 
applications from all Liberal Jewish 
congregations, including developing 
and affiliated communities.

If you would like to apply for 
funding for a particular project, 
please download a copy of the 
application form - which can be 
found at www.nlpstrust.org.uk - and 
return it fully completed by Friday 13 
March. For assistance, please email 
admin@nlpstrust.org.uk
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A celebration in Heinz’s home from home
Joe Seager on how Birmingham marked 100 years since the birth of Dr Heinz Shire 

DR HEINZ SHIRE was a much revered 
and prominently engaged member of 
Birmingham Progressive Synagogue 
(BPS) . He also played a significant part 
in building meaningful levels of harmony 
and understanding across all parts of 
the Jewish community. His well-founded 
sense of duty and devotion to the causes 
he served prevailed throughout his life 
and still inspires many today.

So it was that family members and 
friends gathered at BPS (pictured above) 
for a notable event to show full regard 
for his achievements and mark the 100th 
anniversary of his birth.

His wife, Ruth, 98, remains a loyal 
and active member of BPS. She served 
alongside her husband when he was 
president of the shul from 1977-1981. 
They were married for 56 years.

Ruth was joined in Birmingham on 
this special occasion by her and Heinz’s 
sons, David and Rabbi Michael Shire, and 
daughter Miriam, along with Michael’s 
wife Rabbi Marcia Plumb and their 
children Anya and Micha.

Several people reflected on broad-
reaching aspects of Heinz’s life. He 
arrived in England as a German refugee 
in 1937, aged 16, before going on to study 
medicine in Ireland and then spending 45 
years as a doctor in Birmingham. 

Ruth Jacobs, representing the entire 
Birmingham Jewish community, said 
Heinz not only worked in every capacity 
for BPS but also reached out to build 
good relations between all synagogues. 

A distinguished record of service 
brought him posts including being a vice 
president of ULPS (the previous name for 
Liberal Judaism) and a delegate to the 
World Union for Progressive Judaism.

Ros Hamburger, of BPS, explained 
how Heinz worked at a time when Jewish 
immigrant doctors were able to find their 
place in British society and make their 
mark through medical advancement 
and new social policies. His many 
years as a GP in a socially deprived 
area of Birmingham were followed by 
voluntary activities in hospital and district 
management.

Ann Conway-Jones, chair of the 
Birmingham branch of the Council for 
Christians and Jews, told how both 
Ruth and Heinz had been steadfast in 
promoting tolerance between people of 
all faiths and celebrating their cultural 
and religious differences.

Other accounts of Heinz’s absorbing 
life were related by Rabbi David Zucker, 
the minister at BPS during the 1970s, and 
Dr Gisela Holfer from the University of 
Limerick. 

Ruth marked out her husband’s strong 
sense of responsibility to the needs of 
all ages - values of lasting worth which 
firmly displayed a life of real meaning.

Miriam and David shared memories of 
their father and a most touching moment 
came when his voice could be heard on a 
recording he had made.

The occasion concluded with memorial 
prayers and more fondly conveyed 
reminiscences - led by Rabbis Margaret 
Jacobi and Marcia Plumb - as the family 
thanked BPS for holding this celebration 
in ‘Heinz’s home from home’.

MEMBERS of the East Anglian 
Jewish population, along with many 
neighbours, packed the Old Meeting 
House to see Rabbi Cantor Gershon 
Silins inducted as the new rabbi of 
Norwich Liberal Jewish Community.

Gershon – who was ordained as rabbi 
last summer after graduating from Leo 
Baeck College – was inducted by Rabbi 
Danny Rich.

Danny paid tribute to Gershon’s 
musical skills and his tenacity in 
undertaking a five-year rabbinic training 
course after many years as a cantor in 
Britain, America and Canada. He added: 
“Communities are about the close 
relationship between the rabbi and 
the congregation and Norwich Liberal 
Jewish Community has been, and will 
continue to be, a great example of that.”
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Holocaust hero honoured 
at Northwood exhibition

NORTHWOOD & PINNER LIBERAL 
SYNAGOGUE was the venue for the 
British launch of the Slovakian Embassy’s 
exhibition ‘Aron Grünhut – Rescuer of the 
Jews and Human Rights Defender’.

Marking Holocaust Memorial Day, the 
Ambassador of Slovakia Lubomir Rehak, 
together with the Deputy Ambassador 
of Israel Sharon Bar-li, opened the 
exhibition detailing the remarkable story 
of a relatively unknown Slovakian Jew 
who enabled over 1,300 others to escape 
transportation to their near certain death 
in the Nazi concentration camps.

Aron Grünhut (1895 – 1974) used his 
business acumen to negotiate with the 
Nazi authorities and its collaborators. He 
chartered two steamships to transport 
around 1,300 Slovak Jews to Palestine, 
as well as connecting 10 children with Sir 
Nicholas Winton’s Czech Kindertransport 
to bring them to England.

His name and story – suppressed for 
decades by the communist governments 
of Czechoslovakia – is now being 
detailed. The Slovakian Ambassador and 
Embassy have also developed a special 
relationship with NPLS, which has a 
‘Survivor’ Torah Scroll from the eastern 
Slovakian town of Spisska Nova Ves.

Sharon Bar-li, the Deputy Ambassador 
of Israel, said: “Aaron Grünhut’s 
story teaches us about the Jewish 
virtues of individual responsibility and 
the importance of communal life. It 
exemplifies the courage to care and not 
to be a bystander in the face of great 
darkness. This lesson – ‘he who saves a 
single life, it is as if he saves the whole 
world’ – echoes throughout his life, and 
continues to be ever more valid today.”

Guests at the event included: Sir 
Nicholas Winton’s eldest son Nick 
Winton; Liberal Judaism president and 
NPLS Emeritus Rabbi Andrew Goldstein; 
and an NPLS/LJY-Netzer Shabbaton 
group of 20 teenagers who were using 
the exhibition as a basis for some of their 
study work.

The community’s senior rabbi, Rabbi 
Aaron Goldstein, said: “Experiencing 
contemporary divisions in society and 
attempts to control ‘truth,’ we are 
honoured to bring together Israel, 
Slovakia and the UK, revealing a truth, 
which for so long was hidden by a 
controlling totalitarian regime. May 
everyone who hears of Aron Grünhut 
heed the warning of history.”

Slovakian Ambassador Lubomir Rehak (left) 
with Nick Winton. Pictures by Victor Shack

The forgotten 
cemetery
By Geoffrey Dannell

PETERBOROUGH LIBERAL JEWISH 
COMMUNITY has been approached by a 
Polish man who is trying to raise funds to 
‘commemorate’ the now desolate Jewish 
cemetery in Tuszyn, Lodz, Poland.

Robert Kobylarczyk is an English 
teacher at the town’s primary school. 
He has been working alongside 
headmistress Joanna Owczarek-Szymajd 
and their pupils to investigate the 
forgotten burial place of Jews.

The Jewish community of Tuszyn 
represented some 60% of its total 
population in 1939. After the war they had 
all gone - most among the three million 
Polish Jews murdered by the Nazis.

Today, there is practically no trace 
of the cemetery, no gravestones have 
survived. The area is overgrown with 
weeds and trees. During the communist 
period, a communal swimming pool was 
built on part of the site.

The Jewish community in Lodz is the 
legal owner of the Jewish cemetery in 
Tuszyn and is supporting its renovation. 
The plan - endorsed by Rabbi Dawid 
Szychowski of Lodz and the Chief Rabbi of 
Poland Michael Schudrich - is to clean up 
the area and set up an information board 
that restores the memory and history 
of the Jewish community of Tuszyn. 
Pathways will be created and a symbolic 
replica gravestone set up.

Direction signs are to be erected on 
the nearby motorway and within Tuszyn. 
The alley leading to the cemetery will 
be named after Jankel Adler, the late 
modernist painter whose works hang 
in the Tate and Ben Uri galleries among 
others. Jankel was Jewish and from 
Tuszyn. He survived the Holocaust but 
lost all nine of his brothers and sisters.

Robert is interested in receiving any 
records or memorabilia from families 
who have roots in Tuszyn, as well as 
financial support. For more details please 
visit www.tinyurl.com/tuszyn or email 
Robert on kobylarczyk.robert@interia.pl

Tuszyn school re-discovering Jewish history
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Kingston talks 
educate 1,400

MORE than 1,400 schoolchildren from 
Kingston-upon-Thames and Surrey 
attended workshops commemorating 
Holocaust Memorial Day, jointly run by 
Kingston Liberal Synagogue (KLS).

The annual project, now in its 14th year, 
is organised by KLS along with Kingston, 
Surbiton and District Synagogue. It 
receives financial support from the Royal 
Borough of Kingston-Upon-Thames.

Each half-day session was attended by 
around 100 school students, aged 13 to 
15, and held at one of the synagogues.

At every workshop a Holocaust 
survivor, or second generation relative, 
gave a talk followed by a Q&A session. 
A film, about people in Nazi occupied 
countries who risked their own lives to 
help/hide Jews, was also shown. The 
students then split into groups to work 
through what they had seen and heard.

Every workshop concluded with a 
ceremony in which each pupil lit a candle 
in remembrance of the victims and then 
handed a card to the speaker telling them 
their thoughts about the experience.

The majority of the pupils attending 
were not Jewish and many were setting 
foot inside a synagogue for the first time.

Craig Wicking, deputy head at 
Southborough High School, said: “It’s 
vital that our students understand what 
can happen in society when there is 
intolerance towards particular groups 
of people. It’s also valuable for both our 
young people and the Jewish community 
to meet and share their stories.”

Max, a year 9 student from the 
school, added: “I knew a little about 
the Holocaust before I came here, but 
listening to the speaker was really eye-
opening and I learnt lots more.”

Speaker and Holocaust survivor Annick Lever 
with pupils from Southborough High School

Multiple events in Bedfordshire

BEDFORDSHIRE PROGRESSIVE 
SYNAGOGUE [BPS] joined both Bedford 
Council of Faiths and Luton HMD 
committee to run a series of well 
attended events to mark Holocaust 
Memorial Day. These included a 
ceremony at the Anne Frank Tree 
in Russell Park, Bedford [pictured], 
attended by 45 people of all faiths and 
none. Prayers were led by the Revd Cass 
Howes, and followed by students of the 
Goldington Academy reading extracts 

from Anne Frank’s diary. The Lord-
Lieutenant of Bedfordshire Helen Nellis 
also gave a reading.

At the Luton campus of the University 
of Bedfordshire, students of Stopsley 
High School acted out the 10 stages 
of genocide, based on scripts they had 
written themselves. The new Holocaust 
Memorial Day prayer was read by Sister 
Maire Hayes, the interfaith coordinator 
for the Northampton Diocese.

In Bedford there were also plays, a 
talk on the legacy of Anne Frank and the 
grandson of a Holocaust survivor re-
telling his family’s story.

Members of BPS were heavily involved 
in organising the events. Chair David 
Young led prayers, including Kaddish 
and Havdalah, at several events and 
participated in a Q&A.

The story of Leicester’s flame
A FLAME created by Leicester 
Progressive Jewish Congregation 
(LPJC) to honour victims of the Shoah 
was one of those chosen to be part of 
the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust’s 75 
Memorial Flames project. Here Miriam 
Levene recalls the steps in making it:

1. We found someone to work with - local 
Greek artist George Sfougaras. George 
was brought up in Heraklion, where his 
parents witnessed how Jews were treated 
by the Nazis and in particular the tragic 
fate of the last Jews of Chania, trapped 
en route to Auschwitz in a German boat 
torpedoed and sunk by the British. 
George works closely with refugees and 
asylum seekers, helping them express 
their personal memories and cultural 
identity in art. His own Greek Orthodox 
family were refugees from Turkey.

2. After discussion with members of 
LPJC the spark of the idea came from a 
number of old squeegees. These are the 
tools used to screen print with. The older 
ones had two protrusions which reminded 
George of Torah Scrolls.

3. George was further inspired by a 
beautiful Thiki, or Tik, Torah case from 
Ioannina in Greece. This led him to screen 
print, with some modifications, an image 
of a tree of life, adapted from old textile 
prints from the Middle East.

4. We all decided we wanted to leave the 
flame ‘absent’ - symbolising the people 
lost and murdered in the Holocaust.

5. It was felt that the piece needed more 
detail. On the back a more detailed 
version of the tree of life was printed 
using a screen and acrylic paint.

6. We discussed using photos of the 
ancestors of community members 
whose survival related to the Shoah. My 
grandson suggested that we could have 
mirrors around them. George decided 
that would be too hard, but liked the idea 
using a mirror.

7. In the end, we felt that the absence of 
any images heightened the feeling of loss 
of loved ones. We therefore decided to 
leave the gap as originally intended. 

8. We hope the exhibition of all 75 flames 
will come to Leicester in June. See them 
at www.hmd.org.uk/75-memorial-flames
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Lucian J Hudson 
writes the second 
of three articles 
on the question 
of leadership in a 
polarised age

Prophetic leadership: a 
form of liberation theology

FOR us to exercise prophetic leadership, 
we need to live and breathe collaboration 
at a scale and pace that we as a 
civilisation have never had to do - 
whether it is responding to the climate 
emergency or healing the deepening 
social divisions in our society.

We will have more success in achieving 
our vision of a better world by building 
alliances and partnerships rather than 
working alone. This is one reason why 
I welcome so much the theme of this 
year’s Liberal Judaism Biennial Weekend.

Collaboration for me is not muddling 
through, or compromising for the sake 
of it, but finding the best overall outcome 
that works for most people, whilst 
also respecting, accepting or working 
through differences. It is often the 
harder path because we need to work on 
understanding different perspectives and 
win support for action, rather than expect 
it to be imposed from on high. 

I developed collaborative leadership 
in my own work at the UK Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office more than 10 
years ago, particularly in drawing up 
strategies for tackling climate change 
through cross-sector collaboration. I have 
applied this approach since to the range 
of activities I now support across private, 
public and civil society sectors.

Judaism, informed by progressive 
and liberal values, has given me my 
own moral compass for making sure 
that where we collaborate it is for the 
right reasons and it is done in the right 
way. Although there is a place for heroic 
leadership, most of the time we make 
strides through a team effort. There is a 
technical side to collaboration, but also a 
human side - and that requires work.

The world is becoming so much more 
interdependent. It is not just God whom 
we need to meet halfway, but our fellow 
beings. Just as division and dissent 
tend to drive us apart, we need to lead 
by example and bring people together, 
especially when competition and 
conflict loom large. We can start in our 
communities by connecting with others. 

We need to balance the rise in 
nationalism and populism with trust 
and confidence that working together to 
tackle the world’s problems is the better 
option. Education and enlightenment are 
still the best course of sustained action 
that over time makes the difference. This 
means valuing the freedom to think and 
think differently. It means appreciating a 
diversity of perspectives and rigorous and 
patient argument, particularly when we 
think that we have run out of arguments. 
Our capacity to reason must continue to 
govern our deliberations, however much 
we feel we also need to express our 
feelings and emotions.

Liberal Judaism gives us the ethical 
and spiritual basis to make sense of 
difference and forge common purpose. It 
holds a special place in the development 
of Jewish thought, and this gives us a 
position of leadership despite, or because 
of, our relatively small numbers.

Liberal Judaism is a garden of ideas 
which needs to be regularly tended and 
nurtured. For it is ideas that enable us to 
transform our situation.

Our destiny is to articulate the tension 
that lies at the heart of civilisation: living 
with change and continuity - and how 
best to respond to that combination. The 
external change we want to see in the 
world starts with the change we need to 
make in ourselves. 

Liberal Judaism is a form of liberation 
theology. We know that the tension 
between continuity and change is 
uncomfortable and unsettling. But 
equally, staying with it gives us a better 
understanding of others and ourselves 
and produces unforeseen opportunities. 

We should look hard, as a movement, 
at where we have made a meaningful 
difference to people’s lives - therein 
lie the seeds of future challenges and 
opportunities.

The challenge I put to our movement is 
not just to produce visionary leadership, 
but to help people make sense of the 
world in which they struggle and find 
living difficult: whether that be in their 
work, relationships or identities.

We should also meet people where 
they derive their greatest fulfilment - 
celebrating success and enjoying what 
life has to offer. That starts with empathy 
and listening, not just understanding but 
appreciating difference. Helping others 
to make sense of their struggles is a 
step towards empowering and enabling 
them to take the right course of action for 
themselves.

• Lucian J Hudson is a vice president and 
past chair of Liberal Judaism

Comment

THE LIBERAL JEWISH SYNAGOGUE 
held a multi-faith Chanukah lighting as 
part of its ‘Festivals For All’ programme. 
Guests included: Imam Asif Hafiz OBE, 
Islamic Religious Adviser to the Chief of 
Defence Staff; Lord Mayor of Westminster 
Councillor Ruth Bush; and Karen Buck MP.

Chanukah was celebrated all over - including (L-R) South Bucks Jewish Community, Three 
Counties Liberal Jewish Community, Bristol & West Progressive Jewish Congregation, East 
London & Essex Liberal Synagogue and Eastbourne Liberal Jewish Community.
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Are you supporting someone 
living with dementia?
Yael Shotts on a charity offering free courses for carers

MY BELOVED 
grandmother 
Barbara 
Shotts was 
a leading 
member of 
Ealing Liberal 
Synagogue for 
more than 60 
years. She was 
diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s 
Disease some 
years ago and 

died peacefully at home in May 2018. 
Leading up to her diagnosis and 

throughout her illness, my aunt and 
my dad became her primary carers. 
Alongside paid professionals, they 
cared for her lovingly until her death. I 
remember well the daily communication 
relating to my grandma’s safety, 
deterioration and, sadly, distress.

But the distress was not only her 
own. As carers of someone living with 
dementia, the whole family felt it. Sadly 
there was very little out there in terms of 
support and advice for us.

I now find myself working for a 
wonderful charity which fills that gap, 
called Dementia Carers Count.

There are more than 700,000 carers of 
people with dementia in the UK and they 
need support, advice and knowledge. 

Dementia Carers Count runs FREE 
courses that have been developed 
for friends and family of people with 
dementia. We aim to support a wide 
range of carers in different situations. 
These expert-led, three-day residential 
and one-day courses are designed with 
carers’ needs in mind.

Those attending our courses will 
have an opportunity to gain a better 
understanding of their friend or family 
member and the type of dementia they 
have. They will also explore different 
ways of responding to challenges.

Equally importantly, there is time for 
carers to think about their own well-
being, and they are also provided with a 
range of tools to enhance their resilience 
in their caring role going forward.

But what do carers say about our 
courses? One recent delegate, Kat, said: 
“They provide a space where no one feels 
stupid asking a ‘silly’ question. We had 
room to breathe, show our emotions and 
work in coaching groups where we could 
apply a lot of what we were learning.

Another, Sarah, added: “The course did 
me so much good - I am still feeling calm 
and relaxed. In fact, this is probably the 
best I’ve felt in years. It’s funny how a few 
days can be so transformative.”

I am launching our community 
engagement programme and would love 
Liberal Jews across the UK to know about 
what we do. I know most communities 
have welfare groups so please contact 
me if you would like more information or 
if you would like me to come along and 
speak to your community. I am also keen 
to hear from any professionals.

Finally please spread the word 
about our services so that all who find 
themselves in a similar situation can get 
the support that they need.

• Yael Shotts is a member of The Liberal 
Synagogue Elstree and community 
engagement officer for Dementia Carers 
Count. She can be contacted by emailing 
yael.shotts@dementiacarers.org.uk

Yael’s mum Carole with her 
grandma on a good day

Obituary: Dr 
Eric Friedland
By Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein

AS work goes 
ahead on 
producing a 
new prayer 
book for Liberal 
Judaism, I am 
reminded that our 
current Siddur 
Lev Chadash 
appeared 25 

years ago. I recall the decade of 
preparation before that and the 
privilege of working on it with its 
editors - the late Rabbis John Rayner 
and Chaim Stern. As work on the 
siddur progressed, Rabbi Rayner 
began to correspond with Dr Eric 
Friedland who lived in Dayton, Ohio. 

Eric was one of the leading experts 
in the world on Progressive Jewish 
liturgy. He had an encyclopaedic 
knowledge and a vast collection of 
Progressive prayer books. When 
Rabbi Dr Charles Middleburgh and 
I took on the task of the machzor, 
we immediately asked Eric to be our 
consultant and teacher. He continued 
to advise me on my articles and 
lectures in the years that followed.

Eric was a remarkable man. He 
had been born deaf. His mother, 
despite being on her own and 
desperately poor, saw him through 
Brandeis University and he ended up 
as Professor of Judaic studies at the 
University of Dayton.

In later life, Eric developed a 
muscle wasting disease that meant 
he walked with a frame. But he still 
made trips to England and became a 
dear friend of our family.

Eric became devoted to Liberal 
Judaism and often followed live 
streaming of Liberal services, yet his 
rabbi in Dayton was from Chabad. His 
eventual carers and closest friends 
were Muslims he met at a lecture he 
gave on Maimonides.

Eric’s last publication was Were 
Our Mouths Filled With Song: Studies 
in Liberal Jewish Liturgy - tracing 
the liberal trend in prayerbooks from 
the beginning of the Progressive 
Movement in Germany to the present 
day. He took the title from a verse in 
our Liberal morning service.

Eric Friedland, despite his 
infirmities, certainly brought music, 
scholarship and joy to our world.

Parkinson’s expert offers hope
A NEW drug 
trial with 
specific 
relevance for 
the Jewish 
community was 
heralded by a 

world-leading Parkinson’s specialist at a 
coffee morning in Hertfordshire.

The event was hosted by The Cure 
Parkinson’s Trust together with The Lord-
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire Robert Voss.

Professor Anthony Schapira told how 
there is a type of Parkinson’s disease 
particularly prevalent in the Jewish 
population. He then explained his team’s 
ground-breaking work testing potential 
treatments and research into Ambroxol, 
a drug that has shown promise. Guests 
also learned from NPLS member Penny 
Kustow what it is like as a person with 
Parkinson’s to participate in such trials.

For more information, please visit 
www.cureparkinsons.org.uk
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Theology fit for the 21st century
Putting the ‘o’ in God: In Search of a Liberal Jewish Theology by Rabbi Pete Tobias 
(ISBN: 9780244551605)                          REVIEWED by Rabbi Dr Charles Middleburgh

IN THIS 
small, highly 
readable and 
praiseworthy 
book, Rabbi 
Pete Tobias 
has chosen 
to wrestle 
publicly with 
the fraught 
issue of 
God and a 
theology fit 
for the 21st 
century.

The 15 short chapters are the material 
he used with his Tuesday adult education 
class at The Liberal Synagogue Elstree. 
They will also form the basis of a course 
he will be running at Liberal Judaism’s 
Education Hub (see page 2).

In the introduction Pete explains the 
title, as well as detailing the content and 
purpose of the two sections into which 
the book is divided. The first investigates 
different aspects of the conceptualization 
of the deity he describes as ‘the God you 
don’t believe in’. The second concerns 
itself with regaining those aspects of God 
that can operate as a positive force in our 
lives and in the life of the world.

Pete has never been a rabbi to shy 
away from challenging issues and Putting 
the ‘o’ in God is further proof of that, as 
its chapter titles – including Whose Idea 
Was it That God Wrote the Torah? and 
Is Liberal Judaism Just Watered Down 
Orthodoxy? – make clear.

He writes with real passion about 
salvaging an ancient God for a modern 
world and having a relationship with a 
God for grown-ups.

Pete then explores how to use that 
platform as a basis to play a decent 
and kindly role in our relationships 
with others, which he feels is the most 
important part of a faith-full life.

Much of the subject matter in Putting 
the ‘o’ in God is not novel and may be 
found in many works by prominent 
Progressive theologians; the difference 
between them and this is the author.

Pete synthesizes ideas and filters 
everything through his own experiences 
in a most refreshing way, as well as 
bringing his unique sense of humour to a 
topic that might otherwise be too serious.

Putting the ‘o’ in God will be useful 
reading for Liberal Jews searching for a 
balanced faith for many years to come.

• This book is available to buy from 
www.rabbipete.co.uk and all good stores.

The eternal question of the land
Palestinians or Jews: Whose Land Is It? (It’s Both!) by Geoffrey Ben-Nathan 
REVIEWED by Aviva Hay

FOR THIS booklet, Geoffrey Ben-Nathan – 
president of the Bedfordshire Progressive 
Community, Rodef Shalom – returns to 
the subjects that interested him during 
his student days at London University’s 
School of Oriental and African Studies.

Here, he focuses on two people, one 
land and an ongoing Middle East conflict. 
Jews and Judaism, Palestine and 
Palestinians take centre stage as Ben-
Nathan attempts to explain and explore 
the past to try and get to the core of the 
ongoing dispute. 

In broad biblical and historical strokes, 
Ben-Nathan lays out the origins and 
sources of Jewish and Palestinian 
presence in the land and in the West 
Bank specifically. From ancient times of 
coexistence to contemporary decades of 
conflict, adversarial relations and fierce 
claims of sovereignty of the land by both 
people echo throughout these pages.

He explores the attachment to the land 
of Jews from their time as Israelites 
in Canaan and the exile in Babylonia to 
the return from Babylonia and the brief 
period of sovereignty in Judea.

The same 
attachment of 
the Canaanites, 
Fellahin and 
Palestinians is 
reviewed, taking 
us through the 
Palestinian 
Authority’s National 
Covenant and its 
prominent features 
calling for national 
liberation, which is 
in contrast with the 

very different Hamas Charter.
The Israeli-American psychologist and 

economist (and Nobel Laureate) Daniel 
Kahneman has explored and challenged 
human rationality, judgement and 
decision making, concluding through his 
studies that often facts and rationale are 
overlooked in decision making. This idea 
seems to hold whenever discussions of 
the land take place. Here, gut feelings, 
ancient beliefs and attachments to tribal 
identity take precedence over logic and 
historical reference points.

Ben-Nathan’s journey of examination 
highlights for us that multiple historical 
and contemporary narratives exist and 
that until the time when the individual 
and separate narratives are respected, 
accepted and considered by each of the 
stakeholders, we will remain trapped in 
an endless loop with no exit.

Only with examination, recognition and 
acceptance of the origins of the claims to 
this troubled land by both people, could 
the dawn of a different age be imagined. 

Sadly, as one of countless Israeli 
activists engaged in promoting an end 
to the Occupation and the protection of 
human rights, the current state of affairs 
leaves me longing for the moment of 
reconciliation and recognition of a mutual 
past and a mutual future of which Ben-
Nathan speaks. 

• Aviva Hay is a writer, editor and activist 
with MachsomWatch: Women Against the 
Occupation and for Human Rights.

• This booklet is available for £6 by 
emailing johnny@furnivalpress.co.uk
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LJY-Netzer is Liberal Judaism’s 
Progressive Zionist youth 
movement. It gives young people 
the chance to develop a strong 
Jewish identity, make lasting 
friendships and have loads of fun

Contact LJY-Netzer: Fran Kurlansky (f.kurlansky@liberaljudaism.org), Rosa Slater (r.slater@liberaljudaism.org) and 
Jacob Swirsky (j.swirsky@liberaljudaism.org); Director of Youth - Rebecca Fetterman (r.fetterman@liberaljudaism.org)

‘It remains a surreal dream’
Mia Bogod reports from the Shnat Netzer programme

HAVING grown up in LJY-Netzer, 
Shnat Netzer for me was the natural 
progression of my Jewish journey. 
The gap year programme in Israel for 
Progressive youth from around the world 
is something that I have always known 
I would inevitably do - although I would 
never admit to that when I was younger.

Yet even now, one month in, it remains 
a surreal dream. There are times each 
day when I am in utter disbelief that I am 
here, in such a beautiful place with such 
beautiful people.

We are living on Lotan, a Reform 
ecological Kibbutz in the middle of the 
Negev desert. We sleep in domes made of 
mud, we use composting toilets and solar 
powered showers.

We are sharing the same space that so 
many generations of shnatties prior to us 
shared - and this is what makes Netzer 
special. We are a part of a community so 
much wider than ourselves.

I woke up after my first night on Lotan 
and opened my door to the sun beaming 
down upon the desert and the mountains 
surrounding the landscape before me. I 
was overwhelmed with awe and wonder, 
and that is a sensation that hasn’t left me 
since we arrived.

We’ve spent hours learning about 
permaculture (an efficient way of living 
sustainably). I’ve made compost out 
of food scraps and planted flowers in 
watering cans to hang from the roof of my 
dome. I’ve planted seeds and learnt about 
the history of Kibbutzim in Israel. 

But Shnat is about more than just this - 
it is built from the moments shared with 
one another. Shnat is praying together 
during Shacharit, singing Havdalah by a 
bonfire in a geodesic dome and watching 
the stars begin to shine in the sky above 
you as the sun sets. It is the Shabbats 
that are so meaningful they fill you with 
delight, authentically connecting you 
to your Judaism and truly acting as a 
taste of the messianic age. It is learning, 
cooking and laughing together, and 
sharing in each other’s highs and lows.

We have been challenged to think in 
different ways, to examine the way we 
live our lives and how our communities’ 
function and creatively engage. As we 
discuss ways of living and working 
towards a better, more just society, 
we are living intentionally as a kvutsah 
(group/team).

And as we spend our last few days 
here on Lotan before we meet the 
international shnatties in Jerusalem, I am 
grateful for the kehilla kedosha (sacred 
community) that we have created and this 
experience that we, like so many other 
shnatties before us, are sharing together.

Mia Bogod and the 2020 shnatties enjoying 
themselves in the Kibbutz Lotan sunshine

WHETHER it’s our Kadimah camp, 
Israel Tour 2020 or the Kayitz Keren 
trip around Europe, we promise you 
will have the summer of your lives 
with LJY-Netzer. Find out more and 
sign up at www.ljy-netzer.org

Decisions made 
By Lily Crane-Newman and 
Tali Ehrlich

LJY-NETZER held its annual decision-
making event, Veidah, for its two oldest 
age groups at Birmingham Progressive 
Synagogue. The weekend sees decisions 
made involving the whole movement and 
everything in which it is involved.

We began with Rabbi Alexandra Wright 
speaking to us about asylum seekers 
and the drop-in centre they run at The 
Liberal Jewish Synagogue. This was 
followed by some productive asephot 
(voting sessions) where motions were 
passed. Adam Langleben then gave a talk 
on antisemitism, before we ended the day 
with a canal walk, some more asephot 
and debates about where we would like 
to see the future of LJY-Netzer.

On Saturday we had a representative 
from Kinus (the decision-making event 
for our younger members) outline the 
motions they had passed and the reasons 
behind them. We’re happy to say all were 
also passed through on Veidah. Later that 
day, Rabbi Lea Mühlstein came to speak 
to us about the Zionist Federation and its 
relationship with and relevance to LJY. 

During the event, we decided on our 
TOOTY (Tikkun Olam of the Year) and 
TOTY (Theme of the year). The TOOTY we 
chose is mental health, which we believe 
to be a very important and pressing 
issue in today’s society. It is often a 
taboo and we need to raise awareness 
and improve education. The TOTY is ‘the 
story of the Rainbow Jews’ which will 
focus on LGBTQI+ Jews and their stories 
throughout Jewish history - celebrating 
the contributions made.



Page 12 LJ Today March/April 2020

Printed by Precision Printing. www.precisionprinting.co.uk

The Montagu Centre 
21 Maple Street 

London, W1T 4BE
 T: 020 7580 1663 

E: montagu@liberaljudaism.org 
W: liberaljudaism.org 

Liberal Judaism is the dynamic, cutting edge 
of modern Judaism. It reverences Jewish 
tradition, seeking to preserve the values of the 
past, while giving them contemporary force. 
Charity Number: 1151090

lj today is edited by Simon Rothstein 
s.rothstein@liberaljudaism.org

Liberal Judaism congregations
Bedfordshire Progressive 
Synagogue 
T: 0845 869 7105
E: info@bedsps.org.uk
W: bedfordshire-ps.org.uk 

Beit Klal Yisrael (London)
E: bkymailing@gmail.com
W: bky.org.uk

Birmingham Progressive 
Synagogue 
T: 0121 634 3888
E: bps@liberaljudaism.org
W: bpsjudaism.com 

Brighton and Hove Progressive 
Synagogue 
T: 01273 737 223
E: info@bhps-online.org
W: bhps-online.org

Bristol and West Progressive 
Jewish Congregation 
T: 0117 403 3456
E: bwpjc@bwpjc.org
W: bwpjc.org

Crawley Jewish Community
T: 01293 534 294

Crouch End Chavurah 
E: info@crouchendchavurah.co.uk
W: crouchendchavurah.co.uk

Dublin Progressive Congregation
E: djpc@liberaljudaism.org
W: djpcireland.com

Ealing Liberal Synagogue 
T: 020 8997 0528
E: admin@ealingliberalsynagogue.org.uk
W: ealingliberalsynagogue.org.uk

East London & Essex Liberal 
Synagogue
T: 0208 989 7619
E: eastlondonandessexliberal@gmail.com

W: eastlondonandessexliberal 
synagogue.org

Eastbourne Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 07497 401 280
E: eljc.contact@gmail.com
W: eljc.org.uk

Edinburgh Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 0131 777 8024
E: info@eljc.org
W: eljc.org

Finchley Progressive Synagogue 
T: 020 8446 4063
E: fps@liberaljudaism.org
W: fps.org

Kehillah North London 
T: 020 7403 3779
E: kehillah.northlondon@yahoo.co.uk
W: kehillah.org.uk

Kent Liberal Jewish Community 
T: 07952 242 432
E: enquiries@kljc.org.uk
W: kljc.org.uk

Kingston Liberal Synagogue  
T: 020 8398 7400
E: kls@liberaljudaism.org
W: klsonline.org

Leicester Progressive Jewish 
Congregation 
T: 0116 271 5584
E: chair@lpjc.org.uk
W: lpjc.org.uk

The Liberal Jewish Synagogue 
(St John’s Wood)
T: 020 7286 5181
E: ljs@ljs.org
W: ljs.org

The Liberal Synagogue Elstree 
T: 020 8953 8889
E: office@tlse.org.uk
W: tlse.org.uk

Lincolnshire Jewish Community
T: 01427 628 958 
E: ljc@liberaljudaism.org 
W: lincolnshirejc.co.uk

Manchester Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 0161 796 6210
E: mljc@liberaljudaism.org
W: mljc.org.uk 

Mosaic Liberal (Harrow)
T: 020 8864 5323
E: office@mosaicliberal.org.uk
W: mosaicliberal.org.uk

Northwood and Pinner Liberal 
Synagogue 
T: 01923 822 592
E: npls@liberaljudaism.org
W: npls.org.uk

Norwich Liberal Jewish 
Community 
E: nljc@liberaljudaism.org
W: norwichljc.org.uk

Nottingham Liberal Synagogue 
T: 0115 962 4761
E: nls@liberaljudaism.org
W: nottinghamliberalsynagogue.com

Peterborough Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 07561 331 390
E: info@pljc.org.uk
W: pljc.org.uk

Reading Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 0118 942 8022
E: readingliberaljewishcommunity@
gmail.com 
W: readingljc.org.uk 
 
Shir Hatzafon (Copenhagen) 
E: shir@shirhatzafon.dk
W: shirhatzafon.dk

South Bucks Jewish Community 
T: 0845 644 2370
E: info@sbjc.org.uk
W: sbjc.org.uk

Southgate Progressive 
Synagogue
T: 020 8886 0977
E: sps@liberaljudaism.org
W: sps.uk.com

South London Liberal 
Synagogue (Streatham)
T: 020 8769 4787
E: slls@liberaljudaism.org
W: southlondon.org

Stevenage Liberal Synagogue
T: 01438 300 222
E: stevenageliberalsynagogue@gmail.com

W: stevenageliberalsynagogue.org.uk

Suffolk Liberal Jewish 
Community (Ipswich)
T:01473 250 797
E: sljc@liberaljudaism.org

Three Counties Liberal Jewish 
Community (Gloucestershire 
and Herefordshire)
T: 07900 612 058
E: TBC
W: TBC

Tikvah Chadasha Synagogue 
(Shenfield)
T: 01277 888 610
E: tikvahchadasha@gmail.com
W: tikvahchadasha.com

Wessex Liberal Jewish 
Community (Bournemouth)
T: 01202 757 590
E: info@wessexliberaljudaism.org.uk
W: wessexliberaljudaism.org.uk

West Central Liberal Synagogue
T: 020 7636 7627
E: office@wcls.org.uk
W: wcls.org.uk

York Liberal Jewish Community
T: 0300 102 0062 
E: info@jewsinyork.org.uk
W: jewsinyork.org.uk

Developing and affiliated 

Beit Ha’Chidush (Amsterdam)
T: +31 23 524 7204
E: bhc.informatie@gmail.com
W: beithachidush.nl

Lancashire & Cumbria Liberal 
Jewish Community 
T: 0777 531 0944
W: northwestjews.org

Oxford Jewish Congregation
T: 01865 515 584 
E: connections@ojc-online.org
W: ojc-online.org

President Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein  
Chair Simon Benscher Deputy/Acting Chair Ruth Seager
Vice Chair Karen Newman Treasurer Paul Silver-Myer Secretary Amanda McFeeters Israel and 
the Diaspora Graham Carpenter Strategy Robin Moss Social Justice Jane Drapkin Youth Hannah 
Stephenson National Officers Ros Clayton and Jackie Richards 
Vice Presidents Monique Blake, Henry Cohn, Lord Fink, Jeromé Freedman, Louise Freedman, Sharon 
Goldstein, Lucian Hudson, David Lipman, Corinne Oppenheimer, David Pick, Rosita Rosenberg, Tony 
Sacker, Harold Sanderson, Joan Shopper, Phil Stone, Beverley Taylor and Ken Teacher
Chair of The Conference of Liberal Rabbis and Cantors Rabbi Aaron Goldstein
Senior Rabbi and  Chief Executive Rabbi Danny Rich
Director of Strategy and Partnerships Rabbi Charley Baginsky 
Operations Director Shelley Shocolinsky-Dwyer Director of Administration Alexandra Simonon 
Interfaith Rabbi Mark Solomon Community Partnerships Rabbi Sandra Kviat Archivist Alison Turner 
Fundraising and Events Thomas Rich Strategy and Communications Project Manager Yszi Hawkings 
PR Simon Rothstein PA to the Senior Rabbi and Outreach Rafe Thurstance Reception Ben Combe 
Director of Youth Becca Fetterman LJY-Netzer Fran Kurlansky, Rosa Slater and Jacob Swirsky


